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I TOOK OFF MY TIE |

- Ought To Do, e tells us that he

By Hugh Massingham
Heinemann,  2/6

ET'S talk ﬁi)put't]l_is
slumming business.
I take it that-it is-

with slummers as- with
golfers. :

A polfer of my acguaintance
said to his professional: “1 pay
you five bob an hour to put my
game right. Why in heaven's
name don't you?” The profes-
sional replied with maximum
suctinciness: " Well, sir, It's
this way. There's some gents
as can play golf, and there's
some gents as can't.” There are
some people who can slum and
there are some who can't,

Slumming Is the most delleate
of ali human impertinences Take
the question of coal and baths. I
am in favour of so organising the
coal industry that coal can be got
to peor peoble at the lowest pos-
sible price consenant with the cal-
liers getting the highest possible
wages. 1 am in favour of a Eill
whereby it shall net be lawlul to
bulld 2 werking-class fat without
a hath. But there I step. I do
not think that it Is part of my
business to poke my nose into
working-class flats and objecl to
the coals being kept in the bath?

Offensive Word

In my -view, the very word
“slymming ™ s offenslve, and re-
dolent of all the Victorian non-
sense on the subject. Here let me
confess that between me and Mr
Massingham's page arises another
page, that on which Dickens de-
seribes Mrs Pardlggle’s visit to the
brickmaker's. And 15 Is the brick-
maker who, in my -vlew, says the
Insi word on tha subjechi—

Is my daughter a-wasnlir'? Yes,
she is a-washin’. Look &bt the
water. Smell it! That's wol we
drinks. How do you Jike it. and what
do you think ol gin instcad ! Ain't
my place ditly 7 Yes, 1t is dirty—it's
natTally dirty, and it’s natrally on-
wholesome; and we've had five dirty
and onwholesome children, a3 is ail
dead infants, and so much the better
for them, and for us besides. Have
I read the little book  wob you lefl?
Na, Lain’t read the littie boak woL you
left . , . How have I been conduct-
ing of myselft? Why, I've, beon:
drunk for three davs: aud I'd a
heen drunk four, if ¥'d a had the
money .. . And how did my. wife
get that black eye? Why, I giv' it
her; and il she says 1 didn't, she's
s Lie? X
At this point t.Mrs Pardlggie

teaves with 2 state
ment that she 1s still
unfatlgued and will
visit the famlly again
In their regular order.
Whereat the brick-
maker has the sub-
lime—" S0 long 45 you
gots now, you may do
wot you 'like ! "™

Very much the same
sort of thing hap-
pened to Mr Massing-
ham when he took hls slumming

into the tap-room of an East End -

public-honse. I give the passage
in his own wordsi— .

1 went up to Mrs Carson. wished
her * Good evening " and asked i€ 1
mighl have a drink, *May 1 have
a glass of beer?” I sald. Mrs Car-
son went away and when she came
back one of the men walked up Lo
the counter. took off Iils cap wilh
a Rourish, and sdid {o her (—

»H'an mai Hai harv hal glars
of he-ar oo, please, Mrs Carson ? ™

=1t's nol u very good imitation,”
b osaid, I dowt say ‘ai'y I say
pon §

“Hai was nos talkin® ter you.” said
the man, .

“ If you want some lessens in the
Oxford accent,” [ .went an, “youd
better. come down to my room one
evening ard I'll give $ou some.”

* Dee-lalted.” he said. . .-,

A3 zoon as I had turned my back,
the man knocked my glass over and
soma of the beer wenbover my

" trousers.

“H'ai'm sure h'alm verv Sorry,”
he said- ~It was h'al pure h'acel-

© deat, old-hey.” :

"+ Well, you'd better buy me acother

one.”

“Hal'm orfully serry, h'old man,
but Hai {e-ar mni orse d&id not
coe in ter-day.”

Everybody wnas laughing with him
and against me, and 1 could mot
_think of any effective teply.

I am not surprised, and in
any case effective replies welgh
nothing  whatever agalnst the
unpardonable intrusion which ali
slumming i5.

When East Meets
West -

- . What would happen it'a party
-of roughs proposed to blue their

dog-winnings av supper in one of
our expensive West End restau-
rants? 1t would, T think, be told
that evening dress was eompul-
sory. Even 11 the party was

cadmitted I cannot feel sure that

the grili-roam habitués would have
sufficient manuoers not to. look
askance at the intruders. .-

... Slmiiarly
prietors 'shou!d inform Oxford

rolsteters- returning from - night- .

clubs that caps and muiBlers are
essentlal to tha' censumptlon - of
hot-dogs.  And, In my vlew. the

wregular habltués of the cotfee stall-
.are entitled 1o look askance at t
inyaders.: - .ostoo g
o - Now, why did Mr. Massinghamgp .

slumming ? He tells us that it ‘was
not-to Aind an answer to Tolstoy's
thunderous questlon of What We

'He took off

.:b'y"

went aut of sheer. curlosity;. - It
seems that Mr, Massingbam -had

. previously. gone to Souih Wales 10
-'study unemployment, that he had

left the district with a sincere feel-
ing of regret i— -

I had met more saint-like people
in.that week than in all the rest of
my life, and 1 suppose that thiz
brotight about a profound change in
my oudook. -

Bub, -alas, Mr Massingham's
second voyuge of dlscovery turned
out to be léss happy. Omne does not
insist that he should have dis-
covered saints in the East End.
Bui I think that he shounld have
arranged for his cross-section to
be representative. This one isn't.
It shows the East. End at its irre-
deemable lowest.

I have no doubt that there are
doings and talk as low as those 1e-
ported tn this book. But I feel
alse that there is an enormous
amount of decency and good fel-
lowship which was Just mnat
revealed to Mr Massingham.
Why? Because I_am nos cen-
vinted that the East End had
much confidence in Mr Massing-
ham. Why should it have? Mr
Massingham took off his tie. Bul
he couid not take off his educated
aceent, - .

And if I were an East Ender.
and a young gentleman without
collar and tie but with beautifully
laundered English came round g
collect my rent, I should resent
the demand ang know i to be a
cloak for slumming., Or, what the
poor_dread meore, for spying. 1
should certainly mot hand an
such young gentleman the rent, -
am afraid I should tell him to ‘op

t.
UGTT ALASSINGIIAM, Foungest san
H, W. Al

af Editur . Massingham, s
lnss-
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ADVENTURE IN
" ALGERIA ©
By Brign Studare .-
_Herber: Jenkins, 106 -

SOME time ago my doctor tcld
me about a lecture on hypno-
tism that he had attended the
night before. The audience was
entirely composed of doctors. One
doctor had thrust a penknife
through the lecturer's hand ; an-
other doctor had drawn it out.
There hiad been no blood and no-

body in the audience could find

any trace of a wound.

My doctor swore by the world’s
supply of bicarbonate of soda that
his story was true.

did not belleve & word
of 1t!

Now comes Mr Brian
Stuart who tells me
this- about an Arab
called Bou Slane :(—

“You den't belfeve In
magic, do you, inglesi ?

Well, what do you say

about this?"” He drew

his dngger mnd thrust

- it tight through the
palm of his-left hand, He bled pro-
fusely, . . . He held his hand out to
me, told me to catch hold of his
weist with one haund, add pull out
the kunife with the other. I did so.

“ Watch me now, inglesi'”’

As Iwatched him Bou Siane placed
ihe tips of - the fore and middle
fngers of his right hand, one each
side of the wotihd, spat on both the
palm and the back of the inlured
hand and then held 1t oul to me
again. The wound had vanished.

1 don’t helleve this either!
Which does not prevent “ Adven-
ture in Algeria™ from being an
admlirable book of travel.

RIAN STUART et = London

afice to jain the Forelga Legjon}
he was Invaliled ollt on account of

eyesisht trouble. but would have ilked -~

to stay In, 1s now In the .carly
thirtles.

~ tie...but not

AMES AGATE

for Blind Children. She was a fine
golfer.” She played excellent bridge.
She nad striking good locks in addi-

tion {o these things. ... Aod -

Laurcuce had grown ko loathe her

excellence and dread her effiefency, .

- ‘There are scores of little filbber-
tiglbvets like Nicola:—

The very idea of goihg away with
Laurence made her tingle from
head to Jfoot. She examined
her nails, which were preity. and
filbert shaped. She made s note
that they needed relzcquering,
Laurence liked them a Chinese red.

The proper I:hin% !oﬁ Papa and
0

Mamma Herten o, In my
opinion, was to paint Nicola a
Chinese red ali over and keep her

HUGH MASSINGHAM
“1 am mot convinced
that the East End
had  much confidence
in. Mr Massingham.”

on bread and. water Tor a fort-
night. And in my tlme this is
what would have been done!

. The odd thing about Miss Robins
is that she {5 more right about the
big things of iife than the Jittle
anes. Laurence pours himself out
& gin-and-French because he s In
aced of a dvink " and his throat is

dry. This shows that Miss

knows nothing aboul a miﬁoﬁa
his gullet ; gin-and-French 15 Tot;
i any :mascullne sense, a drink -

Nor. does. she know much-ghopt
the habits of novellsts, Laurenes:
QGray complaing to Nis typlst (g
he cannot write this " morning
having just thrawn off a sentencs
about Tonly her white slendernesy
cuttlng . ‘the - denseness like. g
sword,” - Let me tell Miss Robing
that the Laurence Grays realise
that sentences Mke this are- Just
ahout their high-water mark” |

‘& very readablg tale.

5B ROBING,
thar of 40 r

allst . and .

¢ notely-
Llves Snsses, - Hax [iree dasngbiers, .
Books jnelade = Oine Nizht in Ceslun=°
¢eerialised e e Tatlv  Ewpresyy,
“Inngnil” apd ' Lorte Game®

WERE 1 THY BRIDE
By Denise Robing
Ivor Nicholson & Warson, /6

HE business of a blurb should
be to enhanee a book. The
blurb to this one cheapens. Here
is part of 1t:— . )
Into the simple, suburban home
©of the Hortens comes the menscing
drama of . lifer - ¢old,  pitiless, cruel

Nicola. the beactiful daughter, finds
her sensibility blunied by new love, -

the family llfe is lashed by the
- primitive influence of passion- Sud:
denly the  placid stream . of - thew
existence becomes a foaming. raar-:
tng, crushing torrent, carryng all
before its relenvess surge. Blind
with - adoration :for Laurence Gray..
the brilliant- -successful movelist,

* Nicols -is swirled vto a vortex of

passtpn and excitement. . ..

Any sane person .reading -this
would at once.deduce a_novel of
the nursetymald class. - Bot Miss
Robins writes better than that. In
my view, she Is just a reallsy re-
cording. something which s going
on .all over Balham and Bayswater
and Belsize -Park s

cessful . movelists—see - -any: puab-

. ligher’s ‘advertisement—who have

tallen out. of -love with wives llke
Isababi— -~ , o . -
" There nevér lived.a mare. prac-
tieal or intelligent . creature, - She |
nad dozens of friends and a variely.
- of occupations.. She helped .t Tun

' .a Girls'.Club close .o Victorla Sta-

tion, She was'secreinry to &:Home

_There are scores 6f-brilllant sue-"

** | shall beflcased at 2]l times to act as a walking

vertisement for your product.”  Lass
than & scote of words, but what a depth of gratitude
they convey. This man feels so grateful that he
wants to DO something—to try and repay
'YEAST-VITE for what it has done for him.
And he has chosen the finest possible way. He
has decided to act as a " walking and talking
advertisement "—telling cvery suffering  persen-
wherever he poes how wonderfiul YEAST.

and talking a

VITE is.

So amazing is the effect of YEAST-VITE
.that all aver the country there are these YEAST:
VITE Enthusiasts—Aposties of Health—spreading
a message of New Hope and Happiness amongst

those who are sick and suffering.

They cannot de encugh teally to impress on
cthers the cxlraordinary benelits of YEAST-VITE,

HEADAGHES and NERVE PAINS

“though by magic !
EXHAUSTION and DEPRESSION

Vigour and Energy with lightning-like rapidity!
Weary, tortured victims of INDIGESTION appresiate’
once mere the joys of eating without sulfering! .
Sweet SLEEP comes to the SLEEPLESS—Rest to -

.. the RESTLESS—Relicf to the.. RHEGMATIC -

_ —Regulasity ta the CONSTIPATEDT - #: "

Every WOMAN
Needs YEAST-VITE

Westy, Worrind and Ailing Mothers and Hounewiver need”
_YEA’ET—V!TE, too. * They nlho zao rediscover the ]:ﬂf
of health and !\apﬁmeu with the aid ef the World's Wonder

] e health benefits of YEAST-VITE munt . ~
be cxpericaced to be helieved, sa we ak that erery pufier. .
ing wan end weman should inslatly accept tbis Gireat Ofer,

Tenic. In fact ¢l

Once so crippled with paia that ke couldn’t ccen wa)

witheat limping—couldr't stecp—and had fo he wu!ej
to gel his coal off —NOW this graleful man pays one of
the grealest tribules o YEAST-VITE it has cver bem
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Fair-Dealing Offer ever made to’ the British Public, SINDIGESTION .

For your health’s sahe accept it TO-DAY, " .
Simply obtaiv-a [/3 Bottle of " Yeast-Vite " Brand Tonjc Tablets. :
“and if you aze pot THOROUGHLY CONVINCED of ihe WON. .
DERFUL POWER, PERFECT SAFETY and TONIC PRO.
PERTIES of " YEAST-VITE,"” rcturn the : empty carton'te:
leving’s* Yeast-Vite, Ltd.,. Watford, and your money - will ‘be

nhmd:_é at'onee and in foi] _'\:I"lllhnut quibble ac q

EXHADSTION-

GONSTIPATION

SLEEPLESSNESS -
RHEUMATISM: . -

TINE

L Te ) T
Glorioas Relief lln 3/1% H‘:-
Deliverance . - (In §/13 H|m-
Vimand Vigour |It 16720 Wik
Buoyant Energylin 10/20 MY
Steadiness - -|In 10720 M
Keen Appetite-|ln 15/30 Mid.
Animation - -|ln 15/30 Hil.
Calm . Repose -{in 30/60 MIN.
Pain Relicf -|in 24 HOUBS
Regularity - -iia 35 HOUBS

*| Purification -|io 36 HOURS

Quick Tonic Tablets.
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